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This two-volume textbook is divided into 16 sections 
and 87 chapters written by 120 Americans, an English 
surgical registrar and a radiologist from Brazil and 
edited by a surgeon from Seattle and a radiologist 
from Virginia. The technical production of the book is 
excellent with durable cover, sharp printing and 
excellent reproduction of line drawings and angio- 
grams. The Doppler colour prints are of high quality. 
The preface, author list and a fairly detailed index are 
reproduced in both volumes. 
In the preface the editors state that the contribu- 
tions reflect the standards of practice in the United 
States today and that this effort should allow all 
practitioners caring for vascular patients to have the 
benefit of a comprehensive overview of treatment 
options. They venture to hope that the text will lead to 
a further mutual respect between the two disciplines 
(vascular surgery and endovascular intervention). 
With respect o academic approach, amount of 
detail and presentation of the newer literature the 
chapters are of very different quality. Those dealing 
with the anatomic aspects of vascular disease, normal 
arterial physiolog~ haemodynamics in arterial recon- 
struction, the pathophysiology of acute extremity 
ischaemia and aneurysm development relate well- 
known textbook material with selected references. In 
the chapter on indirect non-invasive testing only two 
references (both by the author) of 66 are from this 
decade. The section on the blood supply to the skin is 
outdated, since it does not relate the mechanisms 
responsible for local regulation of blood flow in 
normal and ischaemic areas. 
The recommendations on management of infra- 
renal aneurysms are not according to guidelines 
formulated by the Subcommittee (J Vasc Surg 1992; 15: 
1046) - -  and this article is not mentioned in the 
reference list. Renovascular hypertension is dealt with 
in a section of its own. It is not clear why important 
European contributions to diagnosis, patient selection 
and treatments strategies are neglected. Once again, 
Bernhard's 1980 drawing of mechanisms causing 
development of graft-enteric fistulas and erosions is 
reproduced in a textbook - -  this familiar figure must 
be recognised as a modern classic. 
This book aims at giving a balanced presentation 
of the surgical and the endovascular approaches to 
treatment, but the European reader will tend to 
disagree with categorical statements hat should have 
been subject o editing: exactly what is meant by the 
statement that "the majority of graft infections are 
recognised beyond 1 year after implantation, with a 
mean interval ranging from 25 to 41 months" (p. 
1159)? And how can one decide from the arteriogram 
of the popliteal artery aneurysm on p. 211 that it is 
mycotic? 
There are many excellent extbooks on the mar- 
ket. If one has an unlimited library budget, "Vascular 
Diseases" may be bought for the reference shelf, but a 
combination of Rutherford's "Vascular Surgery", Bell 
Jamieson & Ruckley's "Surgical Management of Vascular 
Disease" and Ahn & Moore's "Endovascular Surgery" 
would be a better investment. 
William E Paaske 
Aarhus, Denmark 
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